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specified in the permit as the begin-
ning date of the term, but not before
we approve the permit.

§166.213 Must I comply with any
standards of conduct if I am grant-
ed a permit?

Yes. Permittees are expected to:

(a) Conduct grazing operations in ac-
cordance with the principles of sus-
tained yield management, agricultural
resource management planning, sound
conservation practices, and other com-
munity goals as expressed in tribal
laws, agricultural resource manage-
ment plans, and similar sources.

(b) Comply with all applicable laws,
ordinances, rules, regulations, and
other legal requirements. You must
also pay all applicable penalties that
may be assessed for non-compliance.

(c) Fulfill all financial obligations of
your permit owed to the Indian land-
owners and the United States.

(d) Conduct only those activities au-
thorized by the permit.

§166.214 Will the BIA notify the per-
mittee of any change in land title
status?

Yes. We will notify the permittee if a
fee patent is issued or if restrictions
are removed. After we notify the per-
mittee our obligation under §166.228 of
this part ceases.

OBTAINING A PERMIT

§166.215 How can I find Indian land
available for grazing?

You may contact a local BIA office
or tribal office to determine what In-
dian land may be available for grazing
permits.

§166.216 Who is responsible for per-
mitting Indian land?

The Indian landowner is primarily re-
sponsible for granting permits on their
Indian land, with the assistance and
approval of the BIA, except where oth-
erwise provided by law. You may con-
tact the local BIA or tribal office for
assistance in obtaining a permit for
grazing purposes on Indian land.

§166.217 In what manner may a per-
mit on Indian land be granted?

(a) A tribe may grant a permit on
tribal land through tribal allocation,
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negotiation, or advertisement in ac-
cordance with §166.203 of this part. We
must approve all permits of tribal land
in order for the permit to be valid, ex-
cept where otherwise provided by law.

(b) Individual Indian landowners may
grant a permit on their Indian land
through negotiation or advertisement
in accordance with §166.203 of this part.
We must approve all permits of Indi-
vidual Indian land in order for the per-
mit to be valid.

(c) We will grant permits through ne-
gotiation or advertisement for range
units containing, in whole or part, in-
dividually-owned Indian land and range
units that consist of, or in combination
with individually-owned Indian land,
tribal or government land, under
§166.205 of this part. We will consult
with tribes prior to granting permits
for range units that include tribal land.

§166.218 How do I acquire a permit
through tribal allocation?

(@) A tribe may allocate grazing
privileges on range units containing
trust or restricted land which is en-
tirely tribally-owned or which contains
only tribal and government land under
the control of the tribe.

(b) A tribe may allocate grazing
privileges to its members and to trib-
ally-authorized entities without com-
petitive bidding on tribal and tribally-
controlled government land.

(c) We will implement the tribe’s al-
location procedure by authorizing the
grazing privileges on individually-
owned Indian land and government
land, subject to the rental rate provi-
sions in §166.400(b) and (c) of this part.

(d) A tribe may prescribe the eligi-
bility requirements for allocations 60
days before granting a new permit or
before an existing permit expires.

(e) 120 days before the expiration of
existing permits, we will notify the
tribe of the 60-day period during which
the tribe may prescribe eligibility re-
quirements.

(f) We will prescribe the eligibility
requirements after the expiration of
the 60-day period in the event satisfac-
tory action is not taken by the tribe.

(g) Grazing rental rates for grazing
privileges allocated from an existing
permit, in whole or in part, must equal
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or exceed the rates paid by the pre-
ceding permittee(s). Tribal members
will pay grazing rental rates estab-
lished by the tribe on tribal lands.

§166.219 How do I acquire a permit
through negotiation?

(a) Permits may be negotiated and
granted by the Indian landowners with
the permittee of their choice. The BIA
may negotiate and grant permits on
behalf of Indian landowners pursuant
to §166.205 of this part.

(b) Upon the conclusion of negotia-
tions with the Indian landowners or
their representatives, and the satisfac-
tion of any applicable conditions, you
may submit an executed permit and
any required supporting documents to
us for appropriate action. Where a per-
mit is in a form that has previously
been accepted or approved by us, and
all of the documents needed to support
the findings required by this part have
been received, we will decide whether
to approve the permit within 30 days of
the date of our receipt of the permit
and supporting documents. If we decide
to approve or disapprove a permit, we
will notify the parties immediately and
advise them of their right to appeal the
decision under part 2 of this title.

(c¢) In negotiating a permit, the In-
dian landowners may choose to include
their land in the permit in exchange
for their receipt of a share of the reve-
nues or profits generated by the per-
mit. Under such an arrangement, the
permit may be granted to a joint ven-
ture or other legal entity owned, in
part, by the Indian landowners.

(d) Receipt of permit payments based
upon income received from the land
will not, of itself, make the Indian
landowner a partner, joint venturer, or
associate of the permittees.

(e) We will assist prospective permit-
tees in contacting the Indian land-
owners or their representatives, for the
purpose of negotiating a permit.

§166.220 What are the basic steps for
acquiring a permit through negotia-
tion?

The basic steps for acquiring a per-
mit by negotiation are as follows:

(a) The BIA or the Indian landowner
will:
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(1) Receive a request to permit from
an Indian landowner or the potential
permittee;

(2) Prepare the permit documents;
and

(3) Grant the permit.

(b) A potential permittee will com-
plete the requirements for securing a
permit, (e.g., bond, insurance, payment
of administrative fee, etc.);

(c) We will:

(1) Review the permit for proper doc-
umentation and compliance with all
applicable laws and regulations;

(2) Approve the permit after our re-
view;

(3) Send the approved permit to the
permittee and, upon request, to the In-
dian landowner; and

(4) Record and maintain the approved
permit.

§166.221 How do I acquire an adver-
tised permit through competitive
bidding?

(a) As part of the negotiation of a
permit, Indian landowners may adver-
tise their Indian land to identify poten-
tial permittees with whom to nego-
tiate.

(b) When the BIA grants and ap-
proves a permit on behalf of an indi-
vidual Indian landowner using an ad-
vertisement for bids, we will:

(1) Prepare and distribute an adver-
tisement of lands available for permit
that identifies the terms and condi-
tions of the permit sale, including, for
agricultural permits, any preference
rights;

(2) Solicit sealed bids and conduct
the public permit sale;

(3) Determine and accept the highest
or best responsible bidder(s), which
may require further competitive bid-
ding after the bid opening; and

(4) Prepare permits for successful
bidders.

(c) After completion of the steps in
paragraph (b) of this section, the suc-
cessful bidder must complete and sub-
mit the permit and satisfy all applica-
ble requirements, (e.g., bond, insur-
ance, payment of administrative fee,
etc.).

(d) After review of the permit docu-
mentation for proper completion and
compliance with all applicable laws
and regulations, within 30 days we will:
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